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Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, how much time do I have re-
maining?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman has 13% minutes remaining.

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. I shall not
use all that time, but I do yield myself
such time as I may require.

Mr. Speaker, I've heard so much revi-
sionist history put forward here, not
the least of which just came from the
distinguished colleague of mine from
North Carolina, with reference to pre-
vious periods having to do with wheth-
er or not the minority requested time
agreements.

One thing I’ve done since I've been in
the House of Representatives is spend a
lot of time on the floor of the House of
Representatives. And that isn’t looking
to cause any praise to be directed to
me. It became, over time, a part of my
responsibilities that I assigned to my-
self to kind of know what was going on
in this institution.

During that same period of time
when Mr. OBEY was the ranking mem-
ber of the Appropriations Committee, 1
have been on this floor when Mr. OBEY
has requested time agreements when a
bill is in progress and have participated
in the discussions regarding it when
the majority said no. So to come here
and say that you always allowed for
time agreements is just simply not the
case.

The other thing that is ignored is the
fact that the majority and the minor-
ity meet with regularity. I rather sus-
pect that what’s going on here, with
nobody having said a word to me about
it, is that there has been a little bit of
a strategy by my friends on the other
side to ensure, among other things,
that they will slow down the process
and that we will not be able to get the
business of the people done. The great-
est evidence of that was the transpira-
tion of events here yesterday.

Now, another gentleman here spoke,
my friend from Iowa, with reference to
the Rules Committee being upstairs in
a small place. That’s where it was
when I got here, that’s where it is now,
and I rather suspect when he and I
leave, that’s where it will be. But to
suggest that the media does not cover
the Rules Committee evidently ignores
the fact that everything that we say is
transcribed by these people that are re-
porters, who we overwork and abuse
well on into nights when we could have
been saving taxpayers money by let-
ting them get about their business and
all of the staff related around here that
this legislative branch is about. All of
what we do is recorded.
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In addition to that, no reporter is re-
fused to be there, and C-SPAN often
chooses to cover the Rules Committee
dependent upon whether or not there is
a matter of substance that they would
want to cover.

Now, my friends on the other side
have had 12 years of rulemaking. I
served on the Rules Committee in the
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minority a lot of that time. During
that period of time, you didn’t regulate
financial services. You didn’t provide a
sensible health care plan. You didn’t
give our children what was needed. You
said what you were going to do is leave
no child behind. And you did not only
leave children behind; in certain places
in this country you lost them and
couldn’t find them. Our parks, our en-
vironment deteriorated and were plun-
dered and abused and used in a way
that was beyond the pale, and yet we
come in here and talk about spending.

What would you say to all of the peo-
ple that work in a bank that got saved?
They’re Americans. What would you
say to all of the people in the financial
services and on Wall Street that found
themselves employed? They’re Ameri-
cans. What would you say to the auto-
mobile industry employees and their
directors that have their limited jobs
saved and too many gone because of
mistakes that were made by govern-
ment and industry? What would you
say to those working people? They’re
Americans.

You’re telling me that when we spend
money, we are not spending that
money in a way that’s helping Amer-
ica. What do you say to your commu-
nities like mine that are finding them-
selves in the position of having to cut
services with regularity and it usually
starts with the poor and the disabled?
They’re Americans.

And somewhere along the line, I
would ask you the question, what
would you have this President that’s
been in office now nearly 5 months not
do? Would you have him not do health
care? Would you have him not do any-
thing about climate change? Would you
have him not do anything about the
fact that you didn’t regulate the indus-
tries that needed to be regulated appro-
priately during the time that you were
in the majority?

Mr. Speaker, the resolution that we
are here on provides for consideration
of the legislative branch appropria-
tions. We’ve heard the measures, and
all will be able to see that this bill pro-
vides a pragmatic and fiscally respon-
sible approach to funding this legisla-
tive branch.

Footnote right there: the fine young
people that work with us. When I came
here I was permitted, as every Member,
to have 18 full-time staffers, and I
haven’t always had 18 full-time staff-
ers. But from 1992 until now, it’s been
that many staffers with an increase in
the workload. Now, some of you all
don’t pay these young people well
enough and you know it, and you need
to pay attention to that. And if you do
get an increase, give it to the children
that work with you and you might
have a better-run office.

The funding provided in this legisla-
tion will help us do our jobs better,
faster, and it increases funding for the
Congressional Budget Office that we
continue to use, rightly so. Particu-
larly, the pay-goers need their analysis
done.
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Mr. Speaker, I will stop now by say-
ing that this appropriations bill helps
make the work of the legislative
branch more accessible to people
throughout our Nation and the globe.
I’'m encouraged that through the bill,
the Appropriations Committee has
helped to ensure that all visitors tour-
ing this Capitol have equal and ade-
quate access to this facility.

With that in mind, I just urge my
friends to remember that while they
are making up their history, there are
some of us that remember it well, and
I can assure you that the things that I
have said can be documented from that
record.

I would hope that we would know
that this bill honors our history and
prepares us for the future. It invests in
the preservation and protection of the
Capitol complex and makes more effi-
cient, more accessible the opportuni-
ties for the people that we serve.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time, and I move the
previous question on the resolution.
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded that remarks in de-
bate are properly directed to the Chair
and not to others in the second person.

The question is on ordering the pre-
vious question.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, on that I de-
mand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this question will be
postponed.

AUTHORIZING SPEAKER TO EN-
TERTAIN MOTION TO SUSPEND
THE RULES ON TODAY

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that it may be in
order today for the Speaker to enter-
tain a motion that the House suspend
the rules and adopt House Resolution
560.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.
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EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR IRA-
NIANS WHO EMBRACE DEMOC-
RACY

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 560) expressing sup-
port for all Iranian citizens who em-
brace the values of freedom, human
rights, civil liberties, and rule of law,
and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 560

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) expresses its support for all Iranian citi-
zens who embrace the values of freedom,
human rights, civil liberties, and rule of law;

(2) condemns the ongoing violence against
demonstrators by the Government of Iran
and pro-government militias, as well as the
ongoing government suppression of inde-
pendent electronic communication through
interference with the Internet and
cellphones; and

(3) affirms the universality of individual
rights and the importance of democratic and
fair elections.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. BERMAN) and the gen-
tlewoman from Florida (Ms. ROS-
LEHTINEN) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Every day since Iran’s election, the
streets of Tehran have been filled with
demonstrators, and each day this past
week the number seems to be growing.
Even state-run media in Iran has put
the number of demonstrators in Tehran
at “hundreds of thousands.” One Brit-
ish newspaper reports that there were a
million demonstrators in Tehran yes-
terday.

What do these demonstrators want?
Are they simply in favor of the can-
didate Mir Hossein Mousavi? Or are
they making a more profound state-
ment about the Iranian regime?

Nobody knows exactly. We do know
one thing, though: The demonstrators
feel their intelligence was insulted and
their dignity assaulted by the high-
handed manner in which the results of
the June 12 election were handled.
They want justice. This morning the
Supreme Leader offered none.

It is not for us to decide who should
run Iran, much less determine the real
winner of the June 12 election, but we
must reaffirm our strong belief that
the Iranian people have a fundamental
right to express their views about the
future of their country freely and with-
out intimidation.

The Iranian regime is clearly embar-
rassed by the demonstrations and has
not shrunk from using violence to stop
them. At least eight demonstrators,
and quite likely a number more, have
been killed, and hundreds have been in-
jured. The regime has also tried to ban
media coverage of the demonstrations.
Foreign journalists are consigned to
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their homes and offices. Several have
been expelled from the country. Cell
phone coverage has been frequently
blocked in order to limit communica-
tion among the protesters, and the re-
gime has interfered with the Internet
and taken down many opposition Web
sites.

We cannot stand silent in the face of
this assault on human freedom and dig-
nity. I repeat that we have no interest
in interfering in Iran’s internal affairs.
That era has ended. This resolution af-
firms the ‘‘universality of individual
rights’” as well as ‘‘the importance of
democratic and fair elections.” Beyond
that, it simply expresses its solidarity
with ‘“‘Iranian citizens who embrace the
values of freedom, human rights, civil
liberties, and the rule of law.” I don’t
know how many of the demonstrators
fall into that category, but I do know
that many of them do.

This resolution also condemns the
bloody suppression of freedom. It is not
a judgment on who won the Iranian
elections; it is an acknowledgment
that we cannot remain silent when
cherished universal principles are
under attack.

Mr. Speaker, I want to just offer my
appreciation to our ranking member
and to the gentleman from Indiana for
working together on a resolution which
puts the House of Representatives on
the side of the people of Iran, and with
that, I ask my colleagues to join me in
supporting this resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to start out
thanking our esteemed and distin-
guished chairman of our Foreign Af-
fairs Committee, Mr. BERMAN, for
working with us in a bipartisan man-
ner, reaching out to our side to bring
this timely resolution to the floor. I es-
pecially want to thank our Republican
Conference Chair and a great member
of our Foreign Affairs Committee, Mr.
PENCE, who authored this legislation.

I rise in strong support of the funda-
mental, universal human rights and
civil liberties to which the Iranian peo-
ple are entitled. For 30 years, these
rights and freedoms have been denied
again and again by an oppressive Ira-
nian regime which uses a sham process
with candidates handpicked by the rul-
ing apparatus to create the illusion of
political participation.

There was no election in Iran this
year. There has been no election, no de-
mocracy in Iran for decades. The can-
didates and the winners were again
picked in advance by the regime. Real
reform, real democracy were never an
option. This repressive regime relies on
so-called elections to provide a veneer
of legitimacy, but that facade has been
shattered by the protests taking place
in Iran this week. The brutal nature of
the Iranian regime is well-documented.

On Tuesday, I had the honor of at-
tending, with Secretary of State Hil-
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lary Clinton, the release of the State
Department’s annual Trafficking in
Persons Report, which again cited Iran
as a Tier 3 country, among the worst,
as the regime that does little, if any-
thing, to prevent men, women, and
children from being trafficked for sex-
ual exploitation and involuntary ser-
vitude, slavery. Likewise, as the State
Department’s human rights report for
2008 noted: ‘‘Iran’s poor human rights
record worsened and it continued to
commit numerous serious abuses. The
government severely limited citizens’
right to change their government
peacefully through free and fair elec-
tions. Authorities held political pris-
oners and intensified a crackdown
against women’s rights reformers, eth-
nic minority rights activists, student
activists, and religious minorities.”

It is a pattern for decades. So we
must look beyond the past week, which
was only the most recent demonstra-
tion of the regime’s brutality and
authoritarianism.

But the Iranian regime is not just a
threat to its own people. We cannot af-
ford to lose sight of the threat that it
presents to our own national security
interests and, indeed, to global peace
and security. Iran draws even closer to
crossing that nuclear point of no re-
turn. Admiral Mike Mullen, the Chair-
man of our Joint Chiefs of Staff, has
stated that Iran has likely enriched
enough uranium to make an atomic
bomb. International inspectors also re-
port that Iran has enough low-enriched
uranium to achieve nuclear weapons
breakout capabilities and that issues
about possible military dimensions to
Iran’s nuclear program remain unre-
solved. Yet Iran is allowed to continue
its nuclear pursuit virtually unchal-
lenged.

Additionally, Iran continues to de-
velop chemical and biological weapons
and ballistic missiles while arming and
bankrolling violent Islamic extremists
worldwide. We must bear this in mind
when we determine what is the appro-
priate response to the Iranian regime’s
policies and actions.

But today, Mr. Speaker, we must
focus on the hopes of the individual
Iranians who have been robbed of a bet-
ter future for almost 30 years by a re-
gime which only promises nothing but
misery and malaise. Now is the time
for all responsible nations to stand
foresquare with the people of Iran as
they seek freedom, as they seek true
self-governance at home, as well as to
live at peace with the world.
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We must send a clear signal today to
the Iranian regime and all of its prox-
ies and affiliates that free nations will
not tolerate further efforts to silence
the voice of the Iranian people through
violence and coercion.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I would like
to reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself 1 minute.

My friend, the ranking member, cor-
rectly cited a whole series of very im-
portant issues that we and the United
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